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Did you know? 

 

The "Rosalind Franklin Auditorium" is the name of the auditorium in the Faculty of Science at 

University of Namur, where the Women in Science 2023 conference is taking place. 

Rosalind Elsie Franklin (25 July 1920 - 16 April 1958) was a British chemist and X-ray crystallographer 

whose work was central to understanding the molecular structures of DNA, RNA, viruses, and 

graphite. Although some of her work was appreciated during her lifetime, Franklin's contributions to 

the discovery of the structure of DNA were largely unrecognised during her lifetime, leading to her 

being referred to as a ' forgotten heroine', a 'feminist icon' or the 'dark lady of DNA'. 
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QYXQ]YRS]̂dWeZX\[W\bZ]YSTUVWR]Tc\Sfb]̂W_XYW]V]TRYX\STŴRYbTRbY]WTUVTbVURSX\̂gWRc]WZX̂RWQXQbVUYWUY]W
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ZŜb\a]ŶRXXaW�cSV]WRc]iWUY]WQVUiS\[WU\WSZQXYRU\RWYXV]WS\WTXVV]TRSt]WQc]\XZ]\UŴbTcWÛWQVÛZX\̂dWW
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DEFGHIJKFLMNJCOFPLJEMFCFEJCQIRSICLRCTEJUJILCRICLVJMECUWEXFPJCFCGFYRECPRGTRIJILCPFZZJ[C
ZMTRTRZ\UFPPVFEM[JC]̂_̀ abCXREGJ[CRXCFCZMTM[CcbCFCUWKFECPREJCFI[CFCZRIKCTRZ\UFPPVFEM[JbCPFZZJ[CdHPVFMIeC
5 �7!--&#UTT@*#SVMPVCFEJCXFPWZLFLMNJCMILEFPJZZWZFECTFLVRKJIUbCUVRSCLSRCL\TJUCRXĈ_̀ bCERWKVCFI[CUGRRLVbC
LVJCXMEULCRIJCZFPQMIKCLVMUCdHPVFMICTRZ\UFPPVFEM[JeCfRLVCXREGUCFEJCTEJUJILCRICUMIKZJCPJZZUC]gFUUJIC!9#&-@*#
hijkaeClVMZJCLVJCdHPVFMICZMKFUJCIJPJUUFE\CLRCF[[CLVMUCdHPVFMICVFUCOJJICM[JILMXMJ[CMICGFI\COFPLJEMFZC
UTJPMJUbCLVMUCJIm\GJCVFUCIRLC\JLCOJJIC[JUPEMOJ[CMIC5 �7!--&#UTT@#

nICLVMUCSREQbCSJCFMGJ[CLRCPVFEFPLJEMmJCLSRCTWLFLMNJCPFI[M[FLJCKJIJUCXRECLVJCdHPVFMICZMKFUJeCoVJCXMEULC
PFI[M[FLJCMUCfcfhpijiqC]r&&sabCFCVRGRZRKCRXCt27%! .7%.&#7,-.#lFF̂eCuJZJLMRICRXCr&&sC[RJUCIRLC
MGTFPLCLVJCTEJUJIPJCRXCdHPVFMIbCUWKKJULMIKCLVFLClFF̂CGMKVLCIRLCOJCLVJCdHPVFMICZMKFUJCMIC5 �7!--&#
UTTeeCdWECUJPRI[CPFI[M[FLJCfcfjpiqvkC]r&��aCEJNJFZJ[CLRCOJCMILJEJULMIKeC̀WETMUMIKZ\bCr&��#MUC
JUUJILMFZCMIC5@#&B, 9�2bCSVMZJCMLCMUCIRLCMICMLUCPZRUJCEJZFLMNJC5@#<!-.9!/2.2bC[JUTMLJCLVJCXFPLCLVFLCLVJUJCr&��C
RELVRZRKUCFEJCULEMPLZ\CM[JILMPFZ@#wRSJNJEbC[JZJLMRICRXCr&��CMIC5@#&B, 9�2CMUCTRUUMOZJCMICFCULEFMICWIFOZJCLRC
U\ILVJUMmJCLVJCdHxyz{|}~�'<�abCSVMPVCUWKKJULUCFCTRLJILMFZCLR�MPML\C[WJCLRCdHPVFMICFPPWGWZFLMRICRICMLUC
ZMTM[CPFEEMJECOFPLRTEJIRZeCnI[JJ[bCOFPLRTEJIRZCMUCFZURCFCPFEEMJECXRECTJTLM[RKZ\PFICTEJPWEUREUbCFI[CLVWUC
UFLWEFLMRICRXCLVMUCPFEEMJECPRWZ[CZJF[CLRCFCUVRELFKJCRXCTJTLM[RKZ\PFICU\ILVJUMUeCC

_EJNMRWUCEJTRELUCM[JILMXMJ[ClF[cCFUCLVJCKZ\PRU\ZLEFIUXJEFUJCIJPJUUFE\CLRCF[[CLVJCZFULCPREJCUWKFEC
]KZWPRUJaC[WEMIKCLVJCU\ILVJUMUCRXCLVJĈ_̀ CPREJC]DRIm�ZJmC!9#&-ebChii�aeCdWECEJUWZLUCEJNJFZCLVFLCLVJC
FOUJIPJCRXCLVMUCZFULCKZWPRUJCPREEJZFLJUCSMLVCFCKERSLVC[JXJPLCMICZM�WM[CPWZLWEJCTRUUMOZ\CRPPWEEMIKCLVERWKVC
FICFZLJEFLMRICRXĈ_̀ CMILJEFPLMRIUCSMLVCJUUJILMFZCPRGTRIJILUCRXCLVJCRWLJECGJGOEFIJbCUWPVCFUCLVJC
dGThOCTREMIbĈTLuCRECfFGceCc[[MLMRIFZZ\bCSJCM[JILMXMJ[CFCUJPRI[CTWLFLMNJCFPLMNML\CXREClF[cCSMLVCFC
�HLJEGMIFZC[RGFMICFPLMIKCFUCLVJCdHPVFMICZMKFUJeCoVJCdHPVFMICZMKFUJCFPLMNML\CSFUCUWKKJULJ[CFPPWEFLJC
LVERWKVCEJUWZLUCXRWI[CO\ClJULJEICfZRLCFI[CMGGWIRXZWREJUPJIPJCGMPERUPRT\CLVFLCMI[MPFLJCFOUJIPJCRXC
LVJCTRZ\UFPPVFEM[JCSVJIC[JZJLMIKCLVMUCdHPVFMICZMKFUJC[RGFMIeC�RGTZJGJILFLMRICRXCFCGWLFILC[JZJLJ[C
XRECLVJCdHPVFMICZMKFUJC[RGFMICSMLVCLVJCPR[MIKCUJ�WJIPJCXRECLVJCdHPVFMICZMKFUJC[RGFMICRIZ\CEJUWZLUCMICFC
UGRRLVCULEFMICSMLVCIREGFZCKERSLVbCUWKKJULMIKCLVFLCLVJCZMKFUJCFPLMNML\CMUCPFEEMJ[CRWLCO\CLVMUC[RGFMIbCFI[C
LVFLCKZWPRUJCMUCTEJUJILCRICLVJCPREJCRXCLVJĈ_̀ bCUMIPJCLVJCdHPVFMICMUCFLLFPVJ[CLRCLVJCKZWPRUJCRXCLVJC
PREJeCdHPVFMICZMKFUJUCRXCLVJClFF̂CXFGMZ\CPFEE\CUJNJEFZCTRUMLMNJZ\CPVFEKJ[CFGMIRCFPM[UCTERTRUJ[CLRCOJC
MINRZNJ[CMICLVJCZMKFUJCFPLMNML\eC�UMIKCUMLJH[MEJPLJ[CGWLFKJIJUMUbCSJC[JGRIULEFLJCLVJCMGTRELFIPJCRXCRIJC
TRUMLMNJZ\CPVFEKJ[CFGMIRCFPM[bCcEKHqj�bCMICLVJCdHPVFMICZMKFUJC[RGFMICXRECMLUCFPLMNML\eCC

dNJEFZZbCRWEC[FLFCKMNJUCIJSCMIUMKVLUCRICLVJĈ_̀ CU\ILVJUMUbCM[JILMX\MIKClF[cCFUCLVJCGFMICdHPVFMIC
ZMKFUJCMIC5 �7!--&#UTTeCOWLCFZURC[JUPEMOMIKCXRECLVJCXMEULCLMGJCFCOMXWIPLMRIFZCJIm\GJCMICLVMUCTFLVSF\bC
F[[MIKCFCKZWPRUJCLRCLVJĈ_̀ CPREJCFLCLVJCP\LRTZFUGMPCUM[JCRXCLVJCMIIJECGJGOEFIJbCFI[CZMIQMIKCLVJC
dHPVFMICLRCLVMUCF[[J[CKZWPRUJCFLCLVJCTJEMTZFUGMPCUM[JCRXCLVJCMIIJECGJGOEFIJeC
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PQRSOs[Y][_OT[RZW\[UUP_W[ROXRPRSÒ NXOZ]eWN̂ NORVPZotWNY[ZRW_̀][ZWRUSP̀]XO\WUR[NOŴONr[]̀ORS[R
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RSOOŴONrO_RPZU[ZÒ UOX{Y[NO][||hRSOY[RROZNWUNPRQ̀]]eZO_PrOZOXhVSOZO[URSOY[RROZNWUZO_PNURZ̀_ROX
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k�FM�F d¡dOPHFUWFaK�QFGHPUSHUFĈ��pEQFhD�QFDDpD�F
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aAEX?BUC
@?bIBAFcdBAEJeAE?@ABcdIC

C

=
$��;5+ +�5���'++ �f&!��( g��33+ 3(& ��������;;&�3�f&��;2��,& �f&��&h+����7+!�7+��. �

&�7+��3&�&'3�( �;2��,& ��+�& � !+�( �35+�h(�('2+��� g+��g��;5+ +� � &;��3(!2+��&�� � &�(''& ��

5�h+�'++ �2��g+24�( h+�3(g�3+7��<&i+h+���35+�( 3+�h�22+4��!�33+�( g�7�+�3&�35+�+7g+��(����!�(3(!�2�

�&��!+�&f�7�,;( g�&f�;2��,& ��+�& � !+��( � � &�3��!3��+7�g��;5+ +��. �+7g+-f�++�5(g524�

!&���g�3+7�g��;5+ +�� � &�!�2+�!& f( +,+ 3�&f�!5��g+�!���(+���i(35&�3�( 3+�h�22+4��!�33+�( g�

(��;&��('2+��j+�35+&�+3(!�224�+h(7+ !+�35+��;;+��� !+�&f�;2��,& �+k!(3�3(& ��( �35+�.lm�(�('2+�

�+2�3+7�3&���!5�!&���g�3(& �nf(g��+��o��:5+�+��+��23����+���;;&�3+7�'4�0pl0�,+����+,+ 3��

& �!&���g�3+7�g��;5+ +���gg+�3( g�35+�+k(�3+ !+�&f�;2��,& �( �!&���g�3+7�g��;5+ +���

j+��2�&�( h+�3(g�3+��%�;2��,& �( �&35+��#%�,�3+�(�2���%�+�3&�35+��+7�!+7�

7(,+ �(& �2(34�&f���!5�;2��,& ���& +�!� �+k;+!3�+h+ �2��g+��!& f( +,+ 3��&f�2(g53��0&,+��%�

;2��,& ����+����&!(�3+7�i(35��3&,(!��+!& �3��!3(& ���3�35+�+7g+�&f� � &�(''& �&��g��( �

'&� 7��(+��35�3�!� �'+��3�35+�&�(g( �&f����%�,+3�22(!�!5�  +2�( �#%�,�3+�(�2���. �35(��i&�)��i+�

35+&�+3(!�224�+k�,( +�35+�,+3�22(!�'+5�h(&��&f�+k;+�(,+ 3�224�&'�+�h+7�,(��&��3i( �'&� 7��(+��

( �3�� �(3(& �,+3�2�7(!5�2!&g+ (7+�n:�%�o�� 7��5&i�35�3��%�;2��,& �!� �'+����3�( +7�( ���!5�

 � &�3��!3��+���

:5+�;2��,& (!�+k!(3�3(& ����+�� �24/+7���( g�� �+(g+ ,&7+�7+!&,;&�(3(& �&f�35+�

,(!�&�!&;(!�7(+2+!3�(!�f� !3(& �&'3�( +7�'4�%q:��(,�2�3(& ���h�(2�'2+�( �35+�$�rj�!&7+���

=

=

=
s���

�tu�v5��g+�7(�3�('�3(& ��&f�&;3(!�2�+k!(3�3(& ��
!&��+�;& 7( g�3&�2&���;+�)� +�����w�+��� 7�#�w�+��f�&,�&���
!�2!�2�3+7�pp90��;+!3��,�&f���,&7+2�g��;5+ +�
 � &!&���g�3(& ��

=
�

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

��=$��%&'�()�����*+,+�-. !/+�����������������012+������� !�"��$���(�/3+�������+ 456�7�����8�2�������
�+3�()��9��<+ ���7�� 7�9��:�;��/3"��9��g+-��+�� � &+ g( ++�( g�&f�g��;5+ +�!&���g�3(& ��f&��h(�('2+-
f�+x�+ !4�g��;5+ +�;2��,& ���*�3��*� &�CDEC̀BIFFc�

�



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


